64                        JED GAB ALLAN POE.
you might be so kind as to employ me in your office in some capacity.
If so I will use every exertion to deserve your confidence.                   Very respectfully yr. ob. St.,
ED&AB A. POE.
I would have waited upon you personally but am confined to my room with a severe sprain in my knee.1
Mr. Gwynn seems not to have exercised the Christian grace of forgiveness. Within a few weeks Poe turned to another Baltimore acquaintance, Mr. N. C. Brooks, who had recently opened a school at Keisterstown, not far from the city, and offered himself as an assistant; but of this, too, nothing came. To a man of Poe's talents and poverty there was left only a literary career.
Baltimore was not the most promising field for a young and friendless poet to seek his fortune in. Less than four years before, Pinkney, who had resided there since childhood, had died at the age of twenty-five from the effects of poverty and discouragement suffered just as his genius was break, ing forth. At the present time there were two literary sets in the city, of which Kennedy and his friends of the club constituted one, and a half dozeja obscure young men--Arthur, Carpenter, Mac-Jiltoji, Brooks, Hewitt, and Dawes, whose names were curf ent in the literature of the day and will ootemr in this narrative — made up the other; but to the former Poe was a stranger, and to the latter 1 Ppe to Gwynn, MS.e shape of a lineal heir was at band. Poe remained but a short time, if at all, at Rich-s object is attained; romance present-ame m tbe^ N^ 46 liues^ && &gt yerBion of Tfte Va]!ey ^ The 0/eegf 4; Aaraaf, slightly revised, and introduced as in the 8. 2%ition by " To Science ; " 10. Tamerfane, again considerably ..ifeVised, particularly by the insertion of The Lake in a new form,
